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SUBJECT: SADAT VISIT 

1 . DURING AIRPORT DEPARTURE CEREMONY FOR SADAT THIS 
AFTERNOON, BEGIN STOPPED IN DIPLOMATIC RECEIVING LINE 
TO SAY "I THINK IT WENT WELL; I HAVE SOME GOOD NEWS FOR 
YOU. I WILL CALL PRESIDENT CARTER TONIGHT TO REPORT TO 
HIM." BEGIN THEN SAID HE WANTED TO SEE ME AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE TO GIVE ME A FILL-IN, THEN ADMITTED, HOWEVER, 

THAT HE WAS EXTREMELY TIRED AND WOULD HAVE TO REST BEFORE 
SCHEDULING ANY MEETINGS. (HE DID INDEED LOOK EXHAUSTED, 

WHICH IS NOT SURPRISING SINCE HE GOT TO BED AFTER 2 A.M. 

THIS MORNING. MOREOVER, THE NATURAL PHYSICAL LETDOWN AFTER 
THE EXHILARATION OF THE PAST TWO DAYS WAS SETTING IN.) 

2. AFTER SADAT'S PLANE TOOK OFF, DAYAN TOOK ME ASIDE FOR 
A BRIEF TALK. HE SAID THAT HE HAD SEVERAL TIMES TRIED 

TO TALK TO SADAT ABOUT THE PROCEDURAL ROADBLOCKS TO 
GENEVA. EACH TIME, HOWEVER, SADAT HAD SAID THAT HE WAS 
JUST NOT INTERESTED IN ANY MORE PROCEDURAL DISCUSSIONS; 
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THAT HE WAS ONLY INTERESTED IN TALKING ABOUT SUBSTANCE. 

DAYAN SAID HE HAD ALSO RAISED QUESTION OF PROCEDURES 
AND THE U.S.-ISRAELI WORKING PAPER WITH ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER BUTROS GHALI BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. 

BUTROS GHALI SAID THAT AS HE HAD JUST BEEN 
APPOINTED HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE WORKING PAPER 
PROBLEM, AND THAT IN VIEW OF SADAT'S FEELINGS ABOUT 
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FURTHER PROCEDURAL DISCUSSIONS, HE HAD NOT EVEN READ 
IT (*). DAYAN SAID HE WAS SURE THAT WE WOULD BE GETTING 
BACK TO THE SUBJECT SOMEHOW IN THE NEAR FUTURE, BUT 
THAT HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GET ANYWHERE ON IT DURING 
THE VISIT. 

3. AFTER THE PLANE TOOK OFF BEGIN CAME DIRECTLY OVER 
TO ME IN THE DIPLOMATIC LINE-UP.GAVE ME AN UNUSUALLY 
LINGERING ABRAZO, AND THANKED ME UNNECESSARILY FOR 
"ALL OUR HELP". HE SAID HE WAS CONVINCED THAT THE 
VISIT HAD BEEN A SUCCESS AND THAT HE OWED MUCH TO US 
FOR THAT FACT. 

4. MOOD FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND EX-MINISTERS FROM 
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, ALL OF WHOM WERE AT AIRPORT, WAS 
ONE OF EXHILARATION, TINGED WITH UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHAT 
HAPPENS NEXT. ALL AGREED THAT SADAT HAD HANDLED HIMSLEF 
MAGNIFICENTLY THROUGHOUT THE VISIT AND HAD MADE DEEP 
IMPRESSION ON ISRAELI PEOPLE AS WELL AS ALL WHO CAME 
DIRECTLY INTO CONTACT WITH HIM. TENDENCY AMONG 

MOST WAS TO PLAY DOWN IMPORTANCE OF RISING TIDE OF HOS- 
TILITY IN ARAB WORLD AND CONCENTRATE ON FAVORABLE REAC- 
TIONS FROM EGYPT, AS WELL AS ON CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT 
EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI DIALOGUE WILL NOW CONTINUE IN DIFFERENT 
VENUES. SOME ADMITTED THAT THEY WERE NOT SURE WHETHER 
SADAT COULD CREDIBLY SAY HE HAD TAKEN AWAY ENOUGH TO 
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JUSTIFY HIS GAMBLE TO THE ARAB WORLD, BUT WERE ALSO AT 
AL LOSS TO SAY WHAT THEY THINK BEGIN SHOULD HAVE GIVEN 
AS A GESTURE OR A CONCESSION AT THIS EARLY STAGE IN 
WHAT THEY HOPE TO BE A NEGOTIATING PROCESS. 

5. EVEN GOLDA MEIR HAD SUCCUMBED TO SADAT'S CHARMS. 

SHE TOLD ME BEFORE THE AIRPORT CEREMONY THAT SHE TOO 
WAS CONVINCED ISRAELI- ARAB CONFLICT HAD CROSSED A 
GENUINE WATERSHED. 

6. PLEASE REPEAT TO CAIRO, AMMAN AND DAMASCUS. 

LEWIS 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HEAD OF GOVERNMENT VISITS, PEACE TALKS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Nov-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV09591 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P8501 06-1 565 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771 1 33/aaaabcfk.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5da1b114-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 501798 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: SADAT VISIT 

TAGS: OVIP, PBOR, PGOV, EG, IS, XF, SZ, (SADAT, ANWAR) 

To: STATE SS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5da1b114-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



